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THE TEMPTATIONS OF THE MIDDLE- 
AGED CHRISTIAN 

The church has never quite known how to preach to middle- 
aged people. It has had its words of admonition for the young 
and its visions of consolation for the old; it has known how to deal 
with sick people and what to do with dead people; it has christened 
infants as it has married their parents; the strong, the vigorous, 
the middle-aged people alone seem somehow to have had their 
religious needs overlooked. 

The reason for this is not difficult to find. It seems natural 
to suppose that middle-aged persons have their character well in 
hand, are free from the temptations of youth and the weaknesses 
incident to old age. They are busy carrying the world's burdens, 
training up the generation that is to succeed them, and support- 
ing a generation that has preceded them. They are neither young 
enough to need advice nor old enough to warrant comfort. 

^^* ^p* %3^ 

The middle-aged person himself, however, is not so sure as 
to his situation. He knows that he has become whatever he is to 
be, and life is to him no longer an experiment. To a very con- 
siderable degree he feels free from the temptations of youth and 
more completely under the control of the canons of respectability. 

But he knows that just here lies danger. He wants to be 

respectable and righteous, but if it came to a choice between the 

two he knows it would be hard to choose to be righteous. He 

cannot face calmly the loss of position in society which twenty 

years of life have won him. He has given hostages to fortune in 

his wife and children, and he knows that any sacrifice which he 

might make in the interests of idealism would have to be shared 

by them. For him the age of joyous adventure is past. He has 

grown circumspect, somewhat overbearing, and increasingly desirous 

of letting well enough alone. 
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But suppose the test is between respectability and unright- 
eousness. He feels that temptation far more keenly than when 
he was a young man. It is easier for a middle-aged man to go 
wrong than it is for a young man. The middle-aged man lives in 
the present, in the world of temptation. Tf he keeps his business 
position and his conventional status in society, if he does not come 
to a public break with the decencies of life, he can maintain respect- 
ability and unrighteousness even when his unrighteousness is not 
altogether hidden. Does he not need religion ? 

^* t£T* Qp& 

The middle-aged Christian is subject not only to these general 
temptations but to those specific ones which come to him as a 
Christian. He is very prone to grow emotionally soggy, without 
sympathy with new ideas, desirous of getting comfort from religion 
rather than in giving comfort through the social reorganization 
which he is told is demanded of religious people. It is middle-aged 
and elderly Christians who crush the hopes of prophetic souls 
whom they try to make co-operatively sustained chaplains. 

The middle-aged Christian is tempted to look with ill-concealed 
apprehension at changes in the social order which for business 
reasons he would much prefer to have remain unchanged. He is 
ready to send money to Christianize the civilization of China, but 
feels that the institutions of his home land should be kept free from 
changes involved in Christian idealism. It is the business of the 
church, he says, to stand for the "simple gospel" — a message 
which too often he does not recognize when once he hears it preached. 
For the middle-aged Christian is likely to prefer not the old but 
the Middle- Age gospel. 

^* $£T* *£?* 

It is a sad situation when a good cause is unworkable until 
certain good people die. When a middle-aged Christian finds 
himself suspicious of spiritual earnestness, the extension of Christ's 
ideals, and a sacrificial giving of justice, he needs to be alarmed 
for the state of his soul. 

It was that sort of middle-aged people who crucified Jesus. 



